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2. Nost of the prisoners at the Yelabuga camp were Germen officers
(about 2000) including quite & large numbei of those captured
" in the battle of Stalingrad. This oamp was dissolved in 1946
so that Japanese prisoners-of-war could be accommodated, and
nost of the German prisoners were transferred to Zelenodolsk.

3. A considerable group of German officers at Yelabuga had :]oinod‘

General Seydlitz's group; the Bund Deuischer Offiziere, and le

themselves to an ideological war against Hitlerism.

T
|

4. The prisoners were housed in buildings formerly belonging to a
seminary for the training of priests. | ]
e Be
| |
Se there, three German officers, a

Bund, were assigned to | - -
- |persuade the new prisoners

to become members of the Bund, In addition, other Germans end .

even one Soviet ocame to deliver lectures on Marxism-Leninism.

‘After the leotures there were “free disoussions", but one had to

be very careful to avoid being'called a "fasoist".

colonel, a major, and & first lieutenant, all belonging to the -
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\ | The cemp cemmand- o
ant and his deputies end adminiatrators were of necessity Bund » ’

members. Because the Bund members exercised the authority within S
the eamp,they lived better than the others. They were abla to -
sat better, distributing among themselves all the lefte-overs from o
the warm foods. The cold foods, bread, butter; end such,were T
~distributed to all alike sccording to the established norms. . -

9. Of the foodstuffs| there were 25x1
‘established lists of itema and amounts =~ most things were never - - o
aveilable. | |daily 600-grem bread ratiem, - 25X1

300 .grams-in the morning and 300 grams in the evening, The
bread was the dark, soggy variety but was more f£illing than C
the white bread PR

J  25X1

wag very bad,consisting primarily of & ‘ B

10. The warm food

watery soup or gruel or, rather fregquently, fish soup. | F‘é'. S
_» N E H

80, since the diet was so insufficient, prisoners would free , 275X1_

qently volunteer for the special work brigades merely for tie "

liter of soup the volunteer workers were given, in coutrast to .

the half-liter the non-volunteer workers got. The food was pre-

pared by Germans, but a Soviet woman dooctor assigned by the

Soviet authorities had to taste all oocked foods before they

were served, Because of the widespread stealing, especially of v

foodstuffs, each prisoner would eat his bread and butter aa soon o

as he received it. : ’ ' : o oo

11. Meals were served exiremely irregularly, especially at Yelabuga.
Since all food had to be eaten in a very emell dining voom, the
prisoners were awakened at two o'olock for breakfast; the break-
fest shifts continued for three hours. Then after May 1943,

. when work for everyone was obligatory, the supposed mid-dey meal A
was not served until five to eight o'clock in the evening or .
sometimes as late as ten or 11 o'clock, The evening meal, oone
sisting of only 200 grams of turnips or a similer vegetable,
would then be served immediately after the second meal.

12. Sleeping acocommodations were very orowded. .The old sominary

buildings| were never heated oven in the 25X1

coldeat winter -- as cold as 40 degrees below loioggrgggggggggg\

| | mghty-
ninety men slept in a room of about 40 square mntera[ggﬁach
men had but' 150 centimeters of space allotted on the woodon shelvess

13. According to the Geneva convantion,[::;::;;]not required to do 25X1
* any work exoept for thet entailed in the mintgttgiignggng,ggj
maintenance of the camp. | o

25X1

- { There wers,however, 25X1
. voluntary work groups whose members received extra food as &

rewerd for their work. In May 1945,however, after tho hostili-

ties in the West had ended, it was announced that the Goneva

Convention rule on this point would no longer apply and that all

officers through the rank of captain were obligated to worke.

Ths' personnel. of the camp were organized inte work compenies,

eéioh under the direction of an officer bolonging to the Bund

Deutscher Offisziere.
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14. Most of the men were required to work on & kulkhoz organized by

15,

16.

17,

18.

3.

20.

4

the camp. The men wers gent out in two shifts, one adbout five
o'slock in the morning,which was relieved by the second shift
sent out about three in the afiternoon. The kolkhoz had no tradoe
tors and no horses. All work was performed by manpower, NMen
pulled the plowa, the harrows,and the carts. Others were given
spades and required to dig up & certain plot of land as their

daily work norm. |
(‘Y
L |

In addition to these kolkhoz work groups, technical groups were
formed and assigned to work in local shops in the town and
vicinity. There was very litile industry in the region, but
some German groups were @ngaged in blacksmithing and plumbing,

Early in 1946 this oamp at Yelabuga was gradually dissolved and .
the prisoners, in groups of about 500 men, were transferved to a

series of camps centered around Zelenodolsk. j

|
| )

Prisoner-of-war camps made contracts with these various entere
prises for the supply of prison labor, Medical examinations
determined the fitness of prisoners for various types and amounts
of labor, These examinations took rlace sbout once a month.

The men were made to walk naked yast & commission of doctors,
usually women, and then made to walk past again. One of the
dootors would pinch the men in the buttook -= presumably to
determine how much flesh or fatty tiseue a man had -- and then
decide upon the appropriate work category. There were four sush
oategories: those who would be required to -do all types of

. worky those who would de ounly limited types of works those who

would be required to work only six houre & day; and thoae who
were to do no work except perhaps in cleaning up the grounds
or peeling potatoes in the kitchen. ‘

Norms were established for each type of work. The men weye
eupposed to receive payment for their work, but no one was
paid until September 1946, and then only for the over-fulfillment
of work norms. (The ten rubles & month|

| Jaccording to the Geneva Uonvention were not id ]
until April 1946. Llater/ | given baok pay[\A‘A\A‘APEA\A‘A‘AW
[:::::::fT<TEFETEEEEEEIT?ﬁf put on regular salaries about
equal to thome of Soviet ocommon laborers, but 200 to 250 publes
would be deduoted| [sech month for shelter, food,
~and olothing.

|

|

14

L

—_—

.
\ la field hospital in Zelenodolask.

‘f/contained about 700 patients, most of them committed because
£ undernourishment.

Q

Upon entry into the hospitsl

| given long unders
pantg; a shirt,and a hospital coat. No shoes wers furnished;
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all patients went about barsfooted. The latrine was about 30
meters away from the hosPitaL building, and] = |not issued
"shoes or other clething for trips to the latrine even in the
winter with the temperature 30 degrecs (centigrade) below freezing.
However, mos ¥ of the German patients had made or acquired makee
shift wooden shoes; the German doctors employed at the hospital
hung old military overcoats by the door during the winter ror
the use of the mewn going: to the latrine.

2./  |very crowded in the hospital. Five men slept in

" three beds pushed together and\ not given smough blankets

to keep warm. Every two weeks given a bowl full of
water for bathing, To wash with, |'héalf a glass
of water.daily.

22. 1In the hospital| = |better focd than in the camp but

: the portions were smaller. Soviet hospital personnel ate fram the
same rations issued the patients. They ate comparatively well
and the Germans, therafore, had less to eat. onl
15 grams. of sugar and 20 grams of butter a day. | | given
a great deal of fish, but usually only the heads and tails,'
If one were put on a diet one ecoasionally received sausage
instsad of fish.

23. A Soviet doctor, a woman, visited the patiente daily. The hose
pital staff always seemed to be taking blood and stool tasts
but rarely examined the patients. If one complained of pains,
medicines were usually presoribed but little attempt wae made
to ascertain the cause of the pains.

L@EgggngErs frequently gave shots
The hospital possesped a

fluorogoope but no X-ray machine.

24, Patients considered not very sick were required to work about
the hospital cutting wood, keeping the yards olean,and doing
laundry. The floors were scraped by the patients every morning
beginning at four o'olock. .Although there were some Soviet
charwomen, they only oame to see whether the patienis had com-
pleted their clean-up tasks.

25,/  |fresh linen avery two weeks| ]
the bed sheets were ohanged every four weeks. There wers no
bedbugs in the hospital and all patients had been thoroughly
deloused on admittanoce.

26, It seems that the Soviets were very frightened of apotted fever
and were consitantly on the loockout for lice among the prisoners.
The practics thati prisoners were not allowsd to have their own
underclothing but were given olean undsrwsar when they bathed
and were deloused every four weeks kept lioce &t & minimum.
‘Lice wore ssldom found in Yelabuga. At Zelencdolsk,however, no
one ever reneived s nhanga of unéerwaar and oonditions with -
renpect-to lice ware not as good.

27«

26,
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